By CANDACE JACKSON
And REED ALBERGOTTI

NEW REGULATION that will effectively

require passports for most LS. travelers
e to the Caribbean is having a surprising
impact on the winter getaway season that starts
next month.

Fearful that Americans without passports
will stay home or go elsewhere, Caribbean re-
sorts are rolling out some unusual extra incen-
tives. The Weslin and Sheraton resort on

Grand Bahama is offering a $100 credit to
guests who have recently purchased a U.S.
passport. On St. Kitts, the Frigate Bay Resort
is cutting 209 off some guests’' tabs, while
the Boardwalk Boutique Hotel in Aruba is
offering a $50 rental-car voucher. Similar deals
are popping up at resorts from Jamaica to the
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Worried new U.S. passport rules will keep Americans away,
Caribbean resorts roll out deals; the Chdvez factor

Dominican Republic.

Starting Jan, 8, U.S. citizens returning from
the Caribbean must have a passport to reenter the
country. Because about 75% of Americans don’t
have a valid passport, ts and businesses
across the Caribbean are concerned that potential
visitors will decide to skip the hassle and $97-per-
person expense of obtaining one. Though some
Islands have long required passports, most have
allowed visits with just a driver’s license and birth
certificate.

The shift is sparking some broader concerns
about the Caribbean's reliance on the U.S. for its
tourism economy. Reaction to the new passport
rules has included some fliery rhetoric—one resort
head likened it to a nuclear attack on the region—
while others have speculated the U.S. was retaliat
ing against the Caribbean for its support of Vene-
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airlines have recently re)igg |
flight schedules to the Caribbean. While
some smaller islands like Bonaire and
Martinique are getting direct flights
from the LS., airlines including 118 Aur
wiys and AlrTean Airways have cut
pacity this winter. Cuts to o few of
most  popular islands  have been
deep— 100 fewer seats to the Bahamas,
for example, and 9 fewer to Jar iy
savs Back Aviatlon Systems, a travel-in
dustry consultant

At least one airline is also serambling
to develop a contingency plan for the new
passport rules. US Airways is working
hotels in Puerto Rico to figure out how to
handle a traveler who
shows up at a LS. air
port bound for, say
maica, without a pass
port. One possible solu
tion: The traveler
would be able to pay a
change fee and a dis-
counted hotel rate to
reroute their trip to
Puerto  Rico, which
doesn't require i pass-
port. 1S Airways says
there s no formal
plan in place yet,
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Caribbean  straddles
the Jan. § changeover
date, and who can't
Fot back to the U.S. be
cause they're not carrying

Around the region, deals are popping
up to sway leery travelers. In Jamaica
alone, more than 30 hotels aré offering
deals to people who have to renew or gel
new passports, including a $200 spa credit
at Couples resorts, In St Lucia, eco-resort
Ladera says it will pay for the cost of a new
passport and will toss in a free J-minute
m ge and # complimentary “Juander
lust” cocktadl. The Wyndham in the Dgimin
ican Republic is offering 15 2007

ers.

A passport

o oll 1ts
rates for guests who book before Dec, 15,

The changes in passport regulations
are putting into sharp relief the Caribbe
an's dependence on the U8, which is the
main driver of its biggest Industry: tour
ism. Some T4% of the visitors to Aruba
are American, while In the Bahamas, it's
L ccording to the latest figures from
the Caribbean Tourism Organization, The
region could lose SL6 billion in tourism
spending and 188,300 jobs after the
changes go into effect, according Lo one
study by the World Travel and Tourism
Council, a Yrade group. This comes as
dogens of new luxury resorts are opening,
from tiny Cagouan Isiand to the Turks &
0%, The Ritz-Carlton, alone, his 3
new resorts under construction in the Cir
ibbean, while the Atlantis in the Baha-
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ihbedn, while the Atlantis in the Baha
mas ts undergoing a $1 billion expansion,
including @ G3-acre water |mr;.

It's not just the big
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Deck Yacht Haven, a r
har in Nassau “]lll I
s long been a popular hingout
5, travelers, NFL and NBA games
g on the . S,
hamburgers and Miller Lites are
served along Jocal seafood dishes. Mar
vin Fynes, the Poop Deck’s bartender,
worries that things o slow down come

in Amerie

January, “If the f en't here, we
don’t have that ¢ " he sa
b islands in recent w.m hiave

gun to think longer-t about thelr
makeup of their tourism base. Plaees like
Bermuda and Grenada have been open-
mp-up national tourism offices in the
United Kingdom and Europe in recent
veurs, whil ¢ Turks & Calcos is attend
ing tourism events in China and other
parts of Asia this Those afforts,
combined with the strong Euro, have
helped some Caribbean countries diver
sify their tourism traffic

The airlines that are dropping flights
tn the Caribbean are doing so for a var
ety ol . AT il cost-cutting
L conce thout overcapacity. In order

1o get [lights, Cari inds some-
times have 1o guaraniee enough business
for the airlines. 1f the resorts have a bad
season, they can easily lose flight service
the next year, The new passport rules
could make it harder 1o give those assur
ances.
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