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Faseo de bas Bovedas, along an ald Sperish fort in fnsms City, sits in the shadew of sissk Lowers, Such contrasts mre standasd inoa cauntry where visttors can see a Jvigh

{ LET US ... TREAD OUR DREAMS
BENEATH THE JUNGLE SKY. ¥ Ama Hontrmys, paet
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Beyond the Canal -

e In Panama, our correspondent swings by the great feat of engineering before
heading to his real destinations: a coffee farm and the dark jungle.

By FETER MANDIEL » Specisd bo e St T

Panams enjoys i map

Undold one, and yonsr eye will band on it This s the
apot, The link that keeps us ponthernes cannected fo
places like Perw. And i's o thin one — stretched like
tafly. Wheere would you dig your canal from Atlanric
tm Pacific? You wonld work on it here.

Panamas wands s bo think of it as mose than a feat
of enginerring, more the eontinental bridge, morse
than headguarters for sunmer batn, This is why [ em
here. | wient to check oot its junygle and its animals and
birds thar you have 1o sneak around guiethy o see

When 1 meel my Inernational Expeditions vour
group, | find thot | am not alose. Everyone seema
equipped for obacrvation. There ame excellent binoo-
fars. Extroordinary lenses for camerns, Bug speay that
iz etate-nithe-nrt

And though we'wo fusi arrived, there gre alreaily

foctions. "Pleased 1o meet yow,” says & gy fom Towa,
“Ever seen 8 Harpy Eagle in the wibd? Well, you might
o this trip”

“Are you a blrdert cuts by s Califorwia gal. “T sare
hope ot T'm an animal pecson moyseld™

The woaman, wheo = In hisr kate 708, shows ts 2 typed-
up lkst of countries she has vistted, 1t in extensive. No
one o the group can come close. Doey she have a fo-
vorite? 1% the Kingdam of Blatan, “Visiting there is
tike going hack in time,® she explning. “Only tho ake-
Port i neEw”

Panamn, on the oiher hand, has stretches near Pan-
wma City thet book Hie o Latin Ameriean LA, It hos Ha
natkoneal fast food: Pio Mo Chicken, Don Lee Orien-
tal Croisine, It has the comploxes of ity canal: locks and
wharves snd dredgers. Frelghters stack vp, waiting o
move through,

Panama eorstinmes: A jungle ndvenfure G4 =

— — ——
PETERBAANTEL - Bpeectal b Tha Flar Teibune
Om ome of the jungle walks taken by tourksts on Intermastions] Expeditions'
“Wildlif= Bridge of the Amevicas” tour, & parmot lands close to the group
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Beyond the Canal

< PANAMA FROM G1

e ke i wrl mronesd Caseo
Wigho, the Ol Unearter of Pana-
mn City, Some of the Caribibe-
Mjlll-:uhmd phdnl,mhlﬂlhﬂfu
paste
are restorsd aress that bustle
with. corner restauramts mnd
shops, A promennde duplays
Tacllic waves and ghoes o view
af the citys medern shylins
with s akmnst Hong Roog-high
whiiss bwern. The bied walchom
are happy aboul ihe presklen-
thal palaee since if's louwn os
the Palacio de bas Gareas, the
Herno's Palace. “Tt is a place of
birds” eeplaing & local whe i
stunfing near L "They live b
ibe 1o rrilbiing ™

Prom here, we got on o bus
te visll 0 osed of cumal bocks
calted “Floser View" (hMim-
Moreak. And though 1 don't see
any pandens neurbyy, thare is a
canal miuseum and 8 resto-
mant that lega you look Sewn on
what's going on. “Here comes a
condainer ship.” ammances Al

by Maersk, 1o puided into the
lucks by tobot locomobives
ity either side. Wator whoosh-
o Lock gates epen. Our choe-
alats mousse W finimhed. The
Maghely Maerak sils on
After fanch, our greup la
manving, wa, To the hghband
foresis where coffee b grows,
by teket tells me that we're
fiying “Aeroperion - A Carbon

Meutial Afrtine.” How do they:

o P ¥ wenndisr

"Mll}"bﬁ." LT fe oy traw-
gler, Ite all the shdl that's not
allowed onboanl” We pore
over a poited Hat,

Wi Bensuring Tapo or Ghse

Bo Detergenl.

Mo Clamps or Hammers.

Fan Salr. Mo Umbrelles

Mo Inflated Ralloons,

“Fl tlas meAns
My Vight,™ sam my colart.
live to ugree. I'm woadering if
1 drieely In the Bigilonds as
hand over my umbrella to the
mmn inspecting my suiloaze.

The hill country BnY about
valsi, L dlscoves, 0% about mist,
At ¥Fince Léridn, the. coffes
plantution and lodgs wiess we

nre ptoying two ulu!m Lhee
e droplets in the st thal Pan-
mma's sun can't destroy. “Finca™
ieans firm, snd we gel s tour
through tow after row of what
looks to me The holly, Waxy
|eavrs. Fab red berries.

Hul these aren't berries,
they're besns, Peelable pind
wall o the touch antil they et
fon fhe ronster and go beown,
According to the Fforeman,
Pt fma't e Coulpmbia or
Brazil. It's n minor coffes play-
er. U the chart of global pro-
duction,” he sayn, “we am lkdt-
el Dot Bust whan e grow
is pood.”

Bl §ei Pasimma iy, 1 joina
busload of tourists who g go-
gy For s afternnon rainforeet
wnlle, A e conch boutees wi
along, | roll with the chythm,
mamibling some jusgle lines:

Tigniar,  |aguar,  buming
bright. In the lests of the
night

Tlerworw {hiat's ncit eactly hing
e Fupaces oo o, bt $any
okl there mmy be jaguors n this
jurmgie And T on keeping an ey
amit Fuor wats na wis e off. W m-
ploners are trying to leep feet
ot of mud, mighty ant moundy
mned eraplike knaots of vines. We
gt buze-bombed by (e and
wlk gmuck Indeea nhowor that
sends chirwn not fisst dropa of
ralst, bt ropical nags and sharp
chips of bark,

Thanks fo our guide, Wik
berto Crdumer, we i nche
mg ninng between cashew
tresy ad-Eam philodemdrma.
1 hmep wirisking mosquitoes
off axy watch o double-check
J&. There are so muny jeal Hns
wyerkiend that it feeks ke gve-

wieacy

Playbe Bt in the Meered Tght,
It for the firat pare of our wour,
nothing appears alive. This
oy muck, Ordomes tells ua, in
i aleeping igunna, T am eager
b bielbewe, Tleat silviry object,
perched on w bush, is o type of

wildlifie, | am holding out for
anmething ihal moves Sud-
denly he in pointing and, for o
second, | thinkitis another one
of those sights that are invisile
excopt 1o guldes. But then | see

il e
Rows of roffes plants st Finc
Lériida Coffes Flantation dn Pu.
wrma's Chivigud Highlaneds

it:  halry foot that's hanging
igpside-dorm from a branclh

There i nvore, A chestand s
dremrry head, wned Ordones out-
lbsses ks shape for wa. The shape
of & threa-toed aleth,

The secoqud someone o
our grou snips o pleture, the
sloth begins to move, His mus-
ales work daliberstsly as if he
ryma o batteries that wre losing
prerwer. Tietsely, Hiee o perform-
et n the Chrgue de Solel, the
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Touristn eat b ot the top-floar Testaurant that overooks the k-
raflares Locks and the pasiage of ships through e Panima Canal,

“Mo, walt" someone yells,
Inat b b i tame. Theses o a clfl,
whwiff, chudf as Crdonez lncks:
and chope, worklng ke o wal-
emed chefl, slicing and mine-
in. but nowor catching the
turned-up feot mnd legs of oar
m-nhprmmbﬁ.

The chopping doen oot fake
b, The man is hack on his
feat with only some scrapes
am hin wrists and neck Soon

we wre willemgg again, meving

Phanos by PITHE AGRATITS « Fpecin) o D Wies Trines

In Cageo Viejo, Venama Chy'scoloniad disteict, locls we restormg sume of the Caribbeans sty buildings

*This |5 bhow you make the
thing that Panama s oo
for,” He snys. Although we are
thinklng  “Canal” Ordonex
shuity out, "Ha?™

1 am waondeving how you
weive 8 Mood-covering ou
of thix mess, but mombers of
the group bave moved phead,
and middenly there s excite
mendy wiry fipures scompering
aratind tnthe highest hranches
ol nvery tall tree,

SPRING

) T
Brcs Fruston of Museatine,
[, wpots howler monkeys in
thie tree camtpy.

E'mtfulm laiia !!uppl:l!, ad
wao are listening for more fag-
unr] | think And despite my
aurfier engernesa o e ooe,

lmve chumged.

There fan't o bome b vy
Tascky thnt desesn't wish this-an-
lmal swsy, Mol o musels gl
chogani't tenee for refroat, thal
et plan to ulip beddod Or-
dousey mrsil s sharp machiote,

Haid the crunching s steardy
mirw, and there & a0 sound of

&
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sloth changes his branch.

“He do not come dien
to defecatel”™ snys Ordonez.

ong time @ weel, on

Satundany, he do i, But be do
not come down”

“Though this ia anly Wednes-
day, we et slightly nervous,
Suddenly, a4 ther andmal arch-
s s bk, woe all scrambde at
once, teipping backward, tear-
gt onir TravelSmart snd LL
Bean khalds nggine o elump
al thorn

A mant Eadls into thie thern
bk, We Cun osee T }1]-
I veml inside 2 oetwnrk
of ipealed-tp Branches did
wpibes, Fr o second, o one
sayn 8 wonlk This ¥ o puzzle
Jor expestu, omd 13 will take 2
persnn who s veey smart o
salve iU Ordones in reaching
for somithiog =nd | can see a
glint af stel as i s heisted i
o the wir.

IFYOUGD

K15 nstloguad need only o pessport bo orter Panamma, Ao gh o 65" towr
ik wima” s perelred, oo can buy one when you arrive ot the pirport, The:
currency lnthe LS. dallar and while the afficlal largsinge i Spanish, slmost
eweryome you meet speaka sl least some Inglish. Thanks in pait (o prosperity
teegghit by the eannd, Frnema is o sade and welcaming country foe lourksis.

My eight-dimy oy, “Pranams Wikilila Bridge of the Amiereas " was
try en Alishanms-bassd outfitter, Intermationnd Expeditions. Amang the
highligals was a tise-night stay it Vines Lérldi Lodge. 3 nitic but ded|ght:
bl guast hiowse o 3 warking coffes plastation fve fincalanda com)
Trices for the tour start at §3,498 per pemson bused on double ceoipuncy

even more caredully now

The wint 18 stiirting to go ar-
ange, and our path grovas even
minte shadowy. We approsch u
tropicnl anthill and Ordones
calln un to gather around. His
gaziz lazids oo n girl who's o=
b 10 yowrm o, *Seick your fin-
er o there?” he commonds
“Stick your finger " he m-
pents; It hot™

Curinsity wing, and sl of
us are alldlng our pokied |mo
whist Cirdaawes tells s is 5 come-
peont pile ctanetractsd by cuttey
wists, “Mice" gaps ooe aan, "
feals mice"

U e g i it vead Th-
dones hacks at @ large-sized
palm frond. PMesabng the ma-
ohiote back wind forth fke o
wand, Wilberte the Maguil-
jeemt wivea the paim o shoke
Junt fike that, he is hobing nog
a bruisch, but a dangling mop el
fiber We applasd

[wrwrwe Elitrmel oo ; 1-BOG-637-4734)
The Panarna Toumam Autheriby's official welnie b

Wi EpanTmL o,

“Howler monkeyal” soys O-
chimer, wide-eyed. "Look o the
tailsl”

W are gnapping pictuin,

amazed that we are seeing

maon-
Jaeys maluss v walk mese quiel-
T Blaybon it s thae foct that evory
mankey sopped, what be wan
hosimgg 40 peer o e un, We ime
whispering nivw, und [ ove the
ettt that 18 b e — wed ot the
hunjhe — Laat e on displey.

An o old cartpony, | slen
to Enpeine gaies of syes posk-
Legt onat of the Tonvea T bell b
e, bk 1 oain pleldng ap the
sound of something crinch-
kg It stops whensever weo stop.
And it erieches agaln the sec-
ol wie begin to move.

Junt wihiien 1 am about o aler
Uhdones, it kappenn, Wi hesr
8 IO
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puling. and then o fow, dark
rrwl, The fagnear, which must
b b el s pacdiding
stondily toward us around «

bdrnd oo e path

W grab elbown, wiz sweat,
wa crooh fow

Thuzee s Soupethi
hlack and wﬁﬁhﬂ qnun]nf
ot oot buah into full view,
bt in onar fma,

With ke Mmsl af
g dnpacd i birestthy o nir b
the cosch han wheeled off the

o siaied ey (he Ened of our
patt “The detver has popped
|.||:h:_1|.lllr. *1::

Sutne of we ore boadk 1 (HuE
e e, s of o etk
ing sbout Ponoma: whout its
wriled arstmds, its bnds

And snme of us e wiping
v brow.

Vit i s AL of i o
childmn. ¥ie Fves i Provh e, B2
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