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Essaouiraand
The Atlas Mountains
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SEE MORE MOROCCO PHOTOS by
Steve Casimiro at ngadveniure.com.
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EXPLORING MOROCCO

Modern and medieval sit side by side In Moroceo, and the contrast conspires to make the
country every bit as foreign, dizzying, and dreamlike as vou imagine, Travellng is not without

its challenges, but with a sense of humor you'll quickly fall for the crossroads of North Africa.

GETTING THERE: Royal Alr Maroc
files from New York to Marmakech
(about $1,000; royalairmarnoe
.comj. British Alrways typlcally
costs more—around $2,300 from
Mew York—but has flights from
dozens of U.S. cities (ba.com),

WHERE TO 5TAY: Marrakech
is ground zero for risds (refur-
bished Moorish town houses),
which are o much more comfort-
abie than other lodging options.
The hands-down favorite was
Riad Farnatchl ($400; riad
famatchi.com), run by a
Canadian expat who can
arrange just aboutl anmything.

In Quarzazate, the gateway

to Al Ben Haddou and Todra
Gorge, Le Berbere Palace is

a lesson in Moroccan opu-
lence ($260; ouarzazate.cormy’
leberberepalace). In Morzouga,
the staging ground for camel
reks, the Hotel Kanz Erremal
s minimal but pleasant

($31, including breakfast;

ADVENTURE ® APRIL ZOOE

kanzeremal.com). In Essaouira
try Riad Mimouna, which over-
looks the beach, harbor, and
town ($100; riad-mimaouna.coem).

CAMELS: Your one must.do

In Moroceo: Get to the village

of Merzouga and arrange a 90-
minute sunset camel ride through
the 500-foot sand dunes of Erg
Chebbis. The Hotel Kanz Ermemal
can plan a night at a tent camp
($60; kanrermemal.com).

FOR A COMPLETE LISTING OF THE BRANDS FEATURED IN THIS STORY, SEE PAGE 100,

CASHAHS: There are more than a
thousand crumbling casbahs—the
walled, mudbrick forts famously
rocked by the Clash—in the Atias
Mountains near Quarzazate, but
the most imprassive collection

by far is At Ben Haddou. The
UNESCO World Heritage site
easily ranks with Machu Picchu
and other “life list” destinations.
Pian to spend a day exploring its
narrow, eenly desered alleys.

BOARD SPORTS: The Atlantic
coast s nch with beach breaks,
rock reefs, and, in certain spots,
heavy winds. The bast known
surfing Is In the south around
Agadlr, but that's a large,
touristy town. The more re-
laxed little port of Essaouira
is & haven for wind- and kite-
surfers. For paddie surfers,
we found headhigh sets at a
beach just nine miles south of
town, Club Mistral rents beater
boards ($74 for three hours;
moroceo@club-mistral.com).

GETTING ARQUND: Within

Marrakach, taxis are the way 1o
B0, but buses are the primary
transport cutside of town. Supra-
Tours (supratours.ma) and CTM
(ctm.co.ma) travel 1o most major
destinations. Roads are passable
in much of Monocco, and mast
U.5. rental car companies oper-
ate incountry; compacts run
about $50 a day with a U.5.
license. One caution: The police
are notarkeusly difficull. To aveid
hassles, consider a guide and a
driver, Jamal Boultarhbar is knowl
edgeable and multilingual ($78

a day; |_boularhbar®hotmail
«com}; he often works with driver
Manvane Ahmed (m.sveniures@
Email.com), who seems to know
everyone in Morocco. —5.C.
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